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Pre-stages of jazz in German, 1910 - 1914
Shortly after the turn of the century for the first time a greater extent of  american musical influences reached Europe and Germany in form of sheet music and records that consisted also of early elements of jazz like ragtime provoking grat popularity. As Germany had the biggest record companies in Europe it produced a greater extent of records on Ragtime music for his own marked as well as for export between 1900 and 1910, first records of foureign musicians done in England mainly, lateron some of their own orchestras. These early ragtime musicians were banjo plying Vess L. Ossman, Olly Oakley, and John Pidoux. Around 1908 Germn Tanz-Palast Orchester started playing ragtime, Giorhi Valescu became known as the pioneer of ragtime in Germany. Banjo solo playing stayed an art of foureigners and was considered as natural American. German ragtime musicians became known in whole Europe, so H. Gottlieb played in London in 1913/14 and made records there.The number of record labels reached already the hundreds and the number of ragtime records done is hardly researchable anymore. Alexander´s Ragtime Band, Georgia Camp Meeting, Hiawatha Rag for example were some pieces of the historical ragtime repertory played already before World War I and sknown till today (1960). 
